
ELA Summer Reading 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians & Students, 

The purpose of summer reading is to encourage students to choose and read a grade level novel that appeals 
to their own personal interests, instilling a love of reading as well as increasing literacy. The following books were 
chosen based on criteria such as, reading level, content and interest.  Students should choose one or more  books to 
read over the summer from the grade-level list below. There is NO project, however students will be quizzed on the 
novel they read when they return to school.  Please feel free to email me with any questions: dgardner@bbrsd.org  

Happy Reading! 

- Ms.Gardner 

Classics  
Call of the Wild  by Jack London -  Buck, a dog that has been forced into the harsh life of a sled dog, befriends a 
man seeking his fortune in the Klondike gold fields, and must ultimately decide whether to stay with his master or 
obey his instinct to join the wolves.  

Where the Red Fern Grows  by Wilson Rawls - A great tale of true grit, determination, hard work, and the idea 
that all things are possible if you set yourself to the task.  

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott - It’s the Civil War and the four March sisters are struggling to grow up to 
be well-bred young ladies after their family has fallen on hard times. Pretty Meg, the oldest, finds it the hardest to be 
poor. Tomboy Jo has big dreams of becoming a writer. Kind Beth just wants a quiet life at home with her sisters. 
And impish Amy struggles with being impulsive and a bit vain. Holding them all together is Marmie, their wise and 
independent mother, who lovingly guides them as they change from girls to women while their father is away at 
war. This family story is a great read-aloud book for younger kids and a good challenge for tweens who want to 
tackle a longer read. 

 

Historical Fiction  
Fever, 1793  by Laurie Halse Anderson - During the summer of 1793, fever breaks out in Philadelphia. Fourteen-
year-old Mattie Cook, who lives with her mother and grandfather at the coffee shop they own, is forced to flee the 
city to avoid the sickness. She encounters problems along the way, and is forced to make some grownup decisions 
to save her family and the business.    

Code Talker: A Novel about the Navajo Marines of World War Two  by Joseph Bruchac - After being taught 
in  boarding school that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the 
Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue.  

Full Cicada Moon  by Marilyn Hilton - It's 1969, and the Apollo 11 mission is getting ready to go to the moon. 
But for halfblack, halfJapanese Mimi, moving to a predominantly white Vermont town is enough to make her feel 
alien. And even though teachers and neighbors balk at her mixed race family and her refusal to conform, Mimi's 
dreams of becoming an astronaut never fade no matter how many times she's told no.. 

 

Realistic Fiction  



The Fault in Our Stars  by John Green -  Sixteen Year Old Hazel, a stage IV thyroid cancer patient, has accepted 
her terminal diagnosis until a chance meeting with a boy at a cancer support group forces her to reexamine her 
perspective on love, loss, and life.  

Fish in a Tree  by Lynda Mullaly Hunt - "Everybody is smart in different ways. But if you judge a fish by its 
ability to climb a tree, it will live its life believing it is stupid." Ally Nickerson may be well spoken and have a great 
sense of humor, but something is not right. Why is this sixth grader spending so much time in the principal's 
office?  

Every Shiny Thing  by Cordelia Jensen and Laurie Morrison - In this beautifully constructed middle grade 
novel, told half in prose and half in verse, Lauren prides herself on being a good sister, and Sierra is used to taking 
care of her mom. When Lauren's parents send her brother to a therapeutic boarding school for teens on the autism 
spectrum and Sierra moves to a foster home in Lauren's wealthy neighborhood, both girls are lost until they find a 
deep bond with each other.  

 

Fantasy, Dystopia, & Science Fiction  
No Good Deed  by Kara Connolly Ellie Hudson is the frontrunner on the road to gold for the U.S. Olympic 
archery team. All she has to do is qualify at the trials in jolly old England. When she makes some kind of crazy 
wrong turn in the caverns under Nottingham Castle, she ends up in medieval England. Ellie doesn't care how she 
got to the Middle Ages; she just wants to go home before she gets the plague.  

Among the Hidden  (Shadow Children series)  by Margaret Peterson Haddix - In this futuristic series the 
population police enforce a law limiting families to two children. Third children live in isolation and fear until they 
come together by her and realize they are not alone.  

The Night Tourist  by Katherine Marsh - When ninth grader Jack discovers he can communicate with ghosts, 
and meets a girl with access to the underworld, Jack becomes determined to bring back his deceased mother. But is 
Jack destined for something bigger?  

 

Sports  
Remember My Name: My Story from First Pitch to Game Changer  by Mo’ne Davis - With Hilary Beard At 
the age of thirteen, Mo'ne Davis became the first female pitcher to win a game in the Little League World 
Series.  This is an inspiring memoir from a girl who learned to play baseball with the boys and rose to national 
stardom, before beginning eighth grade.  

Ball Don’t Lie  by Matt de la Pena -  Sticky is a foster kid with nowhere to call home but the street.  He’s a white 
boy living and playing in a world where he doesn’t seem to belong. But Sticky can ball. And basketball might just be 
his ticket out . . .  

Breakaway  by Andrea Montalbano-  Seventhgrade soccer star Lily James learns hard lessons about teammates 
and team playing when ball hogging earns her a two game suspension at the same time that an angry, impulsive 
gesture leads to hours of washing dishes and windows in her father's restaurant. Friendship issues, class differences, 
and the tensions of an extended family in a small house all play a part in this coming of age story, but its central 
concern is soccer.  

 

Action, Adventure, and Mystery  



Murder in Mesopotamia a Hercule Poirot mystery  by Agatha Christie -  Amy Leatheram has never felt the 
lure of the mysterious East, but when she travels to an ancient site deep in the Iraqi desert to nurse the wife of a 
celebrated archaeologist, events prove stranger than she could ever have imagined. With one spot of blood as his 
only clue, Hercule Poirot must embark on a journey not just across the desert, but into the darkest crevices of the 
human soul to unravel a mystery which taxes even his remarkable powers.  

Peter and the Starcatchers series  by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson - At sea, unwittingly heading toward a 
perilous fate in a cruel king's court, Peter and a group of fellow orphans become involved in a plot to steal a 
mysterious star substance that can make people fly. Teenager Molly, also aboard ship, is one of the Starcatchers, 
those who want to preserve the integrity of the substance and save it from falling into the wrong hands.  

Cherub series  by Robert Muchamore - CHERUB agents are highly trained, extremely talented and all under the 
age of seventeen. For official purposes, these agents do not exist. They are sent out on missions to spy on terrorists, 
hack into crucial documents, and gather intel on global threats all without gadgets or weapons. It is an extremely 
dangerous job, but these agents have one critical advantage: adults never suspect that teens are spying on them.  

 

Non-Fiction & Biographies  
Terrible Typhoid Mary: A True Story of the Deadliest Cook in America  by Susan Campbell Bartoletti - 
This book brings to life not only the story of Mary Mallon, but also the historical context and the science behind 
typhoid fever. Mary was a cook for a wealthy family, and when her employers' children fell ill, Mary was believed to 
be the problem. She was quarantined and mistreated by health and government officials. This work provides a look 
into the time period, the deadly disease, and the life story of someone caught in a storm of misinformation and 
fear.  

Survivor’s Club: The True Story of a Very Young prisoner of Auschwitz by Michael Bornstein and Debbie 
Bornstein Holinstat - In 1945, four year old Michael Bornstein was filmed by Soviet soldiers as he was carried out 
of Auschwitz in his grandmother’s arms.   This book tells the unforgettable story of how a father’s courageous wit, 
a mother’s fierce love, and one perfectly timed illness saved his life.  

When I was a Turkey  by Joe Hutto, with Brenda Z. Guiberson - In 1991, naturalist Joe Hutto obtained two 
clutches of wild turkey eggs. He incubated them and encouraged the 23 hatchlings to regard him as their mother. 
For a year, he lived with the growing birds almost fulltime in a swampy, wildlife rich area of Florida. This is a middle 
grade adaptation of the remarkable true story of a naturalist who raised a flock of wild turkeys using imprinting.  

 


